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The Mather | Evanston, I,

he Mather, a “new urbanist” continuing care retirement communi-
ty, offers 141 homes and unparalleled views of Lake Michigan. Its
masonry fagade blends with the neighborhood’s masonry buildings

from the early 1900s.

A rustic cast stone base provides eye level scale and texture, while soldier
courses at window heads, cast stone accent bands, and decorative brick panels
add further character. The Norman brick clad tower features cast stone Juliet

balconies, quoining, and parapet panels.

Construction logistics were challenging, as the site was only
accessible from the west and south sides. Contractors sur-
rounded the facade with almost 1500 linear feet of Hydro Mo-
bile components, and the entire assembly was enclosed and
heated, so work could continue through the winter. Masons
shifted manpower from location to location as other trades re-
quired access to the scaffolding. This allowed the entire skin to
be completed as the scaffold was raised and lowered.

Exterior masonry construction involved attaching cast stone
and brick to a heavy-gauge stud wall sheathed with DensGlass
gypsum sheathing and weather barrier. The project team regu-
larly held quality control meetings to maintain integrity of the
wall before and during masonry installation. Shelf angles and
coursing were especially complicated, since cast stone and
brick coursing were not always aligned.
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